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Although Kansas does not have a massage therapy licensure
requirement, several recent attempts have been made to institute such
a requirement. This paper summarizes Kansas law and practice, as well

as laws from other states.

Kansas Law

Kansas does not have a massage therapy licensure requirement;
individuals in Kansas can engage in the practice of massage therapy
without fees, state standards, or state oversight. There are Kansas
statutes that define what massage therapy is not. KSA 65-2872 and KSA
65-2913 expressly exclude from the practice of healing arts and from
representing oneself as a physical therapist respectively, persons who
massage for the purpose of relaxation, muscle conditioning or figure
improvement, so long as no drugs are used and such persons do not
hold themselves out to be physicians or healers.

Some local governments have zoning requirements restricting where a
massage therapist can be located.

Kansas Massage Therapy Programs

There are at least nine massage therapy programs offered in Kansas
at community colleges, technical schools, and private companies. The
programs range in duration from 12 to 24 months. Most programs claim
to prepare students to take a national massage therapy examination.
There are at least five national massage therapy examinations. These
examinations are listed in Table One.

Other States

Forty-eight states either require massage therapy licensure or have
introduced or drafted legislation requiring licensure of massage
therapists. The majority of states have a Massage Therapy Board that
regulates massage therapy licenses. The biennial licensing fees range
from $60 to $300. Most states require 500 to 600 hours of message
therapy education, although some states require up to 1000 hours. Most
states require applicants to pass a state or national examination, as well
as some level of background check.
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Table One compares the specific licensing
requirements of HB 2187, which was introduced
during the Kansas 2013 Legislative Session, to
requirements in lowa and the states geographically
surrounding Kansas.

History of Bills Introduced in Kansas

Bills to enact licensure for massage therapists were
introduced in 2008 (SB 572), 2012 (HB 2564), and
2013 (HB 2187). HB 2187 remained in the House
Committee on Health and Human Services at the
end of the 2013 Legislative Session. Table Two
highlights some of the differences and similarities
between the three bills.

HB 2187 would give oversight of massage therapy
licensure to the Board of Nursing (Board). The
Board estimated licensing of massage therapy
would increase its expenditures for the first year
by $217,883 and would increase fee fund revenue
by $180,000, assuming 2,400 massage therapists
would apply for a massage therapy license. There
would be a $30,000 one-time start-up fee for the
first year. The Board anticipated hiring three FTE
positions to handle the increased workload.

A subcommittee of the House Committee on
Health and Human Services was formed during
the 2013 Legislative Session to gather additional
information about massage therapy. The first

meeting was on March 14, 2013, and a second
meeting was held on May 9, 2013.

Proponents of the bill stated it would not over-
regulate the practice of massage therapy but
would protect the practitioners and the public.
Proponents also stated the bill would benefit public
interest by assuring clients that a licensed massage
therapist had a clear scope of practice, a required
education and training level, and continuing
education requirements; that a means of filing a
complaint or grievance was available; and that a
state regulatory body was empowered to enforce
sanctions against those who violated public trust.
Without state licensure the only recourse for the
public is filing a criminal or civil complaint.

Opponents of the bill stated massage therapy
practice is operating well without government
involvement. Opponents also voiced concern
about the ability to comply with record-keeping
standards. While massage therapy schools teach
record-keeping as part of a 500-hour program
there are not record-keeping classes available for
practicing massage therapists not enrolled in a full
training program.

The League of Kansas Municipalities (LKM)
opposed the section of the bill that would preempt
the municipal ordinances relating to massage
therapists. The LKM suggested a dual regulation
system.

L-4 Massage Therapy
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