
CORRECTIONS

Kansas Prison Population and Capacity

Historically, the Kansas Department of Corrections’ managers and state policymakers 
have  had  to  address  the  issue  of  providing  adequate  correctional  capacity  for  steady and 
prolonged growth in the inmate population. In the late 1980s, capacity did not keep pace with 
the  population,  which,  along  with  related  issues,  resulted  in  a  federal  court  order  in  1989 
dealing,  in  part,  with  mentally  ill  inmates  and  developing  a  long-term  plan  to  address  the 
capacity issue. The order did not mandate any new construction in its terms, but the immediate, 
direct result was construction of a new facility which became El Dorado Correctional Facility. 
The court order was terminated in 1996 following numerous changes to the correctional system, 
including the construction of Larned Correctional Mental Health Facility. During the last half of 
the 1990s, increases in the inmate population were matched by capacity increases, but capacity 
utilization rates (average daily population divided by total capacity) remained consistently high. 

The population and capacity concerns continued into the early part of the 2000s. The 
utilization rate reached a peak of 99.0 percent in FY 2006. Between FY 2006 and FY 2009 the 
average daily population decreased by 551 inmates to 8,536 while the total capacity increased 
by 73 to 9,317 beds, and utilization reached a recent low at 93.9 percent.  The average daily 
population  (ADP)  has  consistently  increased  since,  and  the  utilization  rate  reached  101.8 
percent in FY 2015.
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