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The  budget  reductions  that  occurred  during  FY  2009  prompted  the  Department  of 
Corrections (DOC) to suspend operations at three smaller minimum-custody facilities (Stockton, 
Osawatomie, and Toronto) and close the men’s and women’s conservation camps in Labette 
County.  The Osawatomie facility has since been taken over by the Department for Aging and 
Disability Services.  These suspensions and closings resulted in a decrease in total capacity by 
447 beds.

Due to the increasing inmate population, the 2010 Legislature included a State General 
Fund  appropriation  for  FY  2011  to  reopen  the  Stockton  Correctional  Facility,  which  was 
reopened on September 1, 2010. In addition, prison beds at Larned Correctional Mental Health 
Facility and Lansing Correctional Facility that were unavailable due to  renovation work have 
been opened again.  During the 2012 session, the Governor recommended the Labette facilities 
be repurposed as a 262-bed geriatric facility set to house inmates beginning in January 2013 
and  the  Department  purchased  a  property  to  serve  as  a  95-bed  minimum-security  unit  in 
Ellsworth that began housing inmates in September 2012.  Current capacity of DOC facilities is 
9,505.

The increasing inmate population trend has continued into FY 2016. On October 14, 
2015, the average daily inmate population in FY 2016 was 9,525, a utilization rate of 100.2 
percent. An additional 199 inmates on average have been held in non-DOC facilities during FY 
2016, primarily at Larned State Hospital and county jails.  The Department has a limited number 
of prison beds that are not counted in the official capacity, such as infirmary beds, that allow the 
population to exceed the official capacity.  

Budget reductions have prompted the Department of Corrections to reduce parole and 
post-release  services  and  offender  program  services  systemwide.  The  Department  of 
Corrections  continues to  be concerned that  these reductions  will  create  an increase in  the 
average daily population even after the addition of $2.0 million in FY 2014 and $3.0 million in FY 
2015 for these programs.  The FY 2016 prison population projections released by the Kansas 
Sentencing Commission project that the inmate population will exceed capacity by up to 387 
inmates by the end of FY 2016 and by up to 1664 inmates by the end of FY 2025.  
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