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State and Local Government
H-2 Board of Indigents’ Defense Services

The  grants certain rights and protections to 
criminal defendants, including the right to be represented by an 
attorney. This right has been interpreted by the U.S. Supreme 

for attorneys to represent indigent defendants at most key stages 
in the criminal justice process.

through:

 
 

 

public defenders from representing a particular defendant and post-

legal assistance to indigent inmates in Kansas correctional 
institutions.

the state:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 1;
 



 

closed a satellite branch in Liberal on September 
1, 2009, after determining it was no longer cost-

assigned counsel.

Topeka:

 Appellate Defender;
 
 
 
 
 State 

outside of Topeka:

 
 

makes changes as needed to maintain its cost-

Assigned and Contract Counsel 

to represent all criminal defendants who need 

defendants in a particular matter, it would present 

state, based on factors such as cost-per-case and 
caseload in these particular areas. Instead, BIDS 

attorneys appointed as assigned counsel by local 
judges.

BIDS has been directed to monitor assigned 

Total fees for defense in felony cases are capped 

of the felony and the disposition of the case. 

attorney to work more hours than the cap allows, 

budget for assigned counsel payments.

The 2007 Legislature changed the language of the 
assigned counsel compensation statute to allow 

in 11 counties where it was determined that it was 

to maintain the assigned counsel system in these 
counties by negotiating reduced compensation 
rates. The negotiation was successful, and rates 

BIDS has determined these rates are more cost-

by 1988 legislation in response to a Kansas 

assigned counsel costs, including attorney fees, 



3

account for assigned counsel costs.

Expert Witness and Transcription Fees

due to higher transcription costs mandated by the 

Death Penalty Cases

Kansas reinstated the death penalty in 1994, 
following the end of a national moratorium 

information about the death penalty in Kansas is 
 in this 

to handle the defense of cases in which the 
death penalty could be sought. As with all cases 

of interest and other circumstances raise the 

contracted to represent defendants.

more time for trial, but also they require defense 

and special rules of death penalty litigation. A 

recommendations related to the cost of death 
penalty cases in Kansas:

BIDS usually bore the cost of defending
capital murder cases;

cap; and
It recommended BIDS ensure it had

Defense Unit and consider establishing

A follow-up study, also conducted by the 

on capital cases that went to trial and where 
prosecutors sought the death penalty, compared 

eligible cases that went to trial without the 
prosecutor seeking the death penalty.

felony defendants with cases on appeal. 

established to deal with a large number of 

cases that cannot be handled by the Sedgwick 

Wichita.



Death Penalty Defense Unit

after the reinstatement of the death penalty. BIDS 

handle defense in capital cases rather than 
relying on contract or assigned counsel. 

appellate process that follows the imposition of 

time allows.

represent one of the two men. The establishment 

penalty appeals.

death penalty defense after a death sentence is 

for a has been unsuccessful for 
the defense.

Legal Services for Prisoners

facilities. The goal of the program is to ensure that 

state agency, its funding is administered through 
BIDS.

For more information, please contact:

Topeka, KS 66612

back to article




