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State and Local Government
H-7 Kansas Open Records Act

Purpose

—is 

act on the topic.

The open records law declares it is the public policy of Kansas 

, 249 Kan. 

Who Is Covered by the Act?

 The state;
 

agency, or instrumentality thereof; and 
 

whole or in part by public funds that are appropriated by 

certain open records requirements. The 2005 Legislature added this 



Exclusions from Open Records Requirement

 Any entity solely by reason of payment 
from public funds for property, goods, or 

but the records of the public agencies 
making the purchases must be open to 
the public1; and

 Any municipal, district, or appellate 
judge or justice.

What Is a Public Record?

form, characteristics or location, which is made, 
maintained or kept by or is in the possession of 

are:

 
entity that are not related to functions, 

or employee of a public agency who 

 

 

e-mail sent by a state employee from his or her 

employees, regardless of location of the record 

made and retained by law enforcement using a 

Right of Public to Inspect and Make or 
Obtain Copies of Records

All public records are open for inspection unless 

the right to inspect public records during regular 

hours; the agency may require a written request 
but shall not require a request to be made in a 

establish reasonable hours when persons may 
inspect records and may not require a notice of 

of the hours established for inspection and 
obtaining copies; the agency also may not require 

Any person may make abstracts or obtain copies 
of a public record. If copies cannot be made 
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in the place where the records are kept, the 
records custodian must allow the use of other 

requested if the public agency has the capability 
of producing it in that form. The agency is not 
required to acquire or design a special program 
to produce information in a desired form, but it 

program to obtain the information in the desired 

is not required to make electronic copies of public 
records by allowing a person to obtain the copies 

unless the items were shown or played at a public 

Duties of Public Agencies

 
to assist the public with open records 

law, including a brochure stating the 

 

 
possible to determine the records to 

which the requester desires access 

 
name of custodian of record, fees, and 

Rights of Public Agencies

The public agency may:

 
the requester will not use names or 
addresses obtained from the records 
to solicit sales to those persons whose 
names or addresses are contained in 

 Deny access if the request places an 
unreasonable burden in producing the 
record or is intended to disrupt essential 

and
 

Prohibited Uses of Lists of Names and 
Addresses

A list of names and addresses cannot be obtained 
from public records for the purpose of selling or 

prohibit commercial use generally; it just applies 

the agency from using names and addresses in 
its public records for a purpose related to that 

Any person, including the records custodian, who 



Records That Must Be Closed

Some public records are required to be closed by 

These types of public records must be closed and 
generally are referenced in KSA 2016 Supp. 45-

require closure of certain public records. A few 

 

 

 

 

Records That May Be Closed

types of public records that are not required to 
be disclosed. The public agency has discretion 
and may decide whether to make these types of 

of records that may be closed discretionarily 
include these:

 

pertain to proposed legislation or 

apply when such records are:
 

meeting or in an agenda of an open 
meeting; or 

 Distributed to a majority of a quorum 
of any body with the authority to take 
action or make recommendations 
to the public agency with regard to 
the matters to which these records 

 
when the records pertain to research 
prepared for one or more members of 

, the records would be 

 
meeting or in an agenda of an open 
meeting; or

 Distributed to a majority of a quorum 
of any body that has authority to take 
action or make recommendations 
to the public agency with regard to 
the matters to which such records 

 

 
alcohol or drug treatment records that 

 

pertaining to employees or applicants 

 Letters of reference or recommendation 

related to the appointment of persons to 

 

 

 
information or procedures of a 
public agency; or plans, drawings, 

for any building or facility used for 
purposes requiring security measures 
in or around the building or facility; or 
for the generation or transmission of 
power, water, fuels, or communications, 

of the public agency, building, or facility 



 

 

courts, and county and city attorneys 

 
a personal nature when public disclosure 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 

Body-worn and Vehicle Camera Recordings: 
Limited Disclosure

retained by law enforcement using a body 

applicable to such recordings as criminal 

persons to request to listen to an audio recording 

the law enforcement agency must allow access 
subject to a reasonable fee. The persons who 
may make such a request are the subject of the 
recording; a parent or legal guardian of a person 
under the age of 18 years who is a subject of 

administrator of a decedent who is a subject of 

Sunset of Exceptions

during the 2003 Interim and continued during the 
2004 Session and the 2004 Interim.

as the underlying statute, KSA 2010 Supp. 12-
5358, was repealed during the 2011 Session. 
Legislation repealing the Kansas Electric 



Enforcement of the Open Records Law 

training throughout the state, including through 

attorney to accept a consent judgment with 
 of 

Criminal Penalty for Altering Public Record

concealing any public record is a class A 

For more information, please contact:

Topeka, KS 66612

1 See Ted Frederickson, 

back




