
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT

Expenditure
Actual

FY 2015
Agency Est.

FY 2016
Gov. Rec.
FY 2016

Agency Est.
FY 2017

Gov. Rec.
FY 2017

Operating Expenditures:
State General Fund $ 3,600,492 $ 3,626,839 $ 3,626,839 $ 3,585,504 $ 3,585,504 
Other Funds 12,000 12,000 12,000 12,000 12,000 

TOTAL $ 3,612,492 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ 3,597,504 

Capital Improvements:
State General Fund $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 
Other Funds 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 

GRAND TOTAL $ 3,612,492 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ 3,597,504 

Percentage Change:
Operating Expenditures

State General Fund 3.1 % 0.7 % 0.7 % (1.1) % (1.1) %
All Funds 3.1 0.7 0.7 (1.1) (1.1)

FTE Positions 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 
Non-FTE Perm.Uncl.Pos. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

TOTAL 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 

AGENCY OVERVIEW

The  Legislative  Research  Department  provides  research  and  fiscal  analysis  for  the 
Legislature,  its  committees,  and individual  legislators.  The Department  provides  staff  for  all 
legislative  committees  both  during  the  session  and  the  interim,  including  statutorily-created 
committees,  i.e., Legislative Budget Committee, State Building Construction, and others. The 
Legislative Coordinating Council appoints the Director of the Department, approves the budget 
proposed  for  its  operation,  and  generally  establishes  the  broad  policies  under  which  the 
Department operates. 

MAJOR ISSUES FROM PRIOR YEARS

In previous years, concerns have been raised in both the House Budget Committee and 
Senate Subcommittee that Legislative agencies be fully staffed. The agency has fully funded its 
existing positions in this budget request.

In 2003, the Governor implemented a new placeholder budget process for all Legislative 
and Judicial branch agencies. The FY 2004 budget recommended by the Governor was the 

Legislative Research Department 39



exact amount approved for FY 2003 by the 2002 Legislature. This process left all the budget 
decisions to be made by the Legislature during the session. 

In the 2003 Session, a new special revenue fund was created to receive grant funding 
for a new health policy research analyst position. The three year grant was secured during the 
summer of 2003, the position was established within the agency and is reflected beginning with 
the FY 2004 agency estimate. 

In 2004, the Governor modified the placeholder budget process that was used in 2003. 
Both  the  Legislative  Branch  and  the  Judicial  Branch  budgets  were  recommended  by  the 
Governor as the agency requested, without proposed changes. While required under 2003 SB 
21 to submit  the  judicial  budget  without  change,  it  was a  policy  decision  to use the same 
process for the Legislative Branch.

In  the  2004  Session,  additional  funding  was  added  to  this  agency  to  enhance 
professional development and provide additional salary resources.

In the 2006 Session a new graduate student internship program, the Legislative Fellow, 
was authorized to begin in FY 2008 with funding added for two fellows. 

During the  2007 Session, the Legislature added 2.0 new FTE positions to help offset 
some of the agency’s increasing workload.

BUDGET SUMMARY AND KEY POINTS

FY  2016 –  Current  Year. The  agency requests  a  revised  estimate  of  $3,638,839, 
including $3,626,839 from the State General Fund. This is the same amount approved by the 
2015 Legislature for FY 2016, after all adjustments. The agency requests a revised estimate of 
40.0 FTE positions which is the same as the approved number.

The Governor concurs with the agency’s revised request. 

FY  2017 –  Budget  Year. The  agency requests  a  revised  estimate  of  $3,597,504, 
including $3,585,504 from the State General Fund. This is the same as the amount approved by 
the 2015 Legislature for FY 2017. The agency requests a revised estimate of 40.0 FTE positions 
which is the same as the approved number.

The Governor concurs with the agency’s revised request. 
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BUDGET TRENDS

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
FY 2008 – FY 2017

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
FY 2008 – FY 2017

Fiscal Year SGF % Change All Funds % Change FTE

2008 $ 3,371,142 2.9 % $ 3,371,142 0.2 % 40.0 
2009 3,318,970 (1.5) 3,318,970 (1.5) 40.0 
2010 3,325,324 0.2 3,325,324 0.2 40.0 
2011 3,389,140 1.9 3,389,140 1.9 40.0 
2012 3,575,812 5.5 3,587,812 5.9 40.0 
2013 3,548,943 (0.8) 3,560,942 (0.7) 40.0 
2014 3,491,410 (1.6) 3,503,410 (1.6) 40.0 
2015 3,600,492 3.1 3,612,492 3.1 40.0 
2016 Gov. Rec. 3,626,839 0.7 3,638,839 0.7 40.0 
2017 Gov. Rec. 3,585,504 (1.1) 3,597,504 (1.1) 40.0 

Ten-Year Change
Dollars/Percent $ 214,362 6.4 % $ 226,362 6.7 % 0.0 
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Summary of Operating Budget FY 2015 - FY 2017

Agency Estimate Governor’s Recommendation

Actual
2015

Estimate
FY 2016

Estimate
FY 2017

Dollar
Change

from FY 16

Percent
Change

from FY 16
Rec.

FY 2016
Rec.

FY 2017

Dollar
Change

from FY 16

Percent
Change

from FY 16
By Program:
Administration $ 3,612,492 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (41,335) (1.1)% $ 3,683,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (86,335) (2.3)%

By Major Object of Expenditure:
Salaries and Wages $ 3,481,910 $ 3,476,747 $ 3,502,967 $ 26,220 0.8 % $ 3,476,747 $ 3,502,967 $ 26,220 0.8 %
Contractual Services 125,418 144,789 90,356 (54,433) (37.6) 144,789 90,356 (54,433) (37.6)
Commodities 4,174 14,300 4,043 (10,257) (71.7) 14,300 4,043 (10,257) (71.7)
Capital Outlay 990 3,003 138 (2,865) (95.4) 3,003 138 (2,865) (95.4)
Subtotal - Operations $ 3,612,492 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (41,335) (1.1) % $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (41,335) (1.1)%
Aid to Local Units 0 0 0 0 -- 0 0 0 -- 
Other Assistance 0 0 0 0 -- 0 0 0 -- 

TOTAL $ 3,612,492 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (41,335) (1.1) % $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (41,335) (1.1)%

Financing:
State General Fund $ 3,600,492 $ 3,626,839 $ 3,585,504 $ (41,335) (1.1) % $ 3,626,839 $ 3,585,504 $ (41,335) (1.1)%
All Other Funds 12,000 12,000 12,000 0 0.0 12,000 12,000 0 0.0 

TOTAL $ 3,612,492 $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (41,335) (1.1) % $ 3,638,839 $ 3,597,504 $ (41,335) (1.1)%
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BUDGET OVERVIEW

A. FY 2016 – Current Year

Adjustments to Approved State General Fund Budget

The  2015 Legislature  approved a  State General  Fund budget  of  $3,585,101 for  the 
Kansas Legislative Research Department in FY 2016. An adjustment has subsequently been 
made to that amount. The adjustment changes the current year approved amount without any 
legislative action required. For this agency, the following adjustment has been made:

● An increase of $41,738, based on the reappropriation of FY 2015 funding which 
was not spent in FY 2015 and has shifted to FY 2016.

This adjustment changes the FY 2016 approved State General Fund to $3,626,839. That 
amount is reflected in the table below as the currently approved FY 2016 State General Fund 
amount.

CHANGE FROM APPROVED BUDGET

Approved
2015

Legislature

Agency
Estimate
FY 2016

Agency
Change from

Approved

Governor
Rec.

FY 2016

Governor
Change from

Approved

State General Fund $ 3,626,839 $ 3,626,839 $ 0 $ 3,626,839 $ 0 
All Other Funds 12,000 12,000 0 12,000 0 

TOTAL $ 3,638,839 $ 3,638,839 $ 0 $ 3,638,839 $ 0 

FTE Positions 0.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 

The agency requests  a revised estimate of $3,638,839, including $3,626,839 from the 
State General Fund. This is the same amount approved by the 2015 Legislature for FY 2016, 
after all adjustments. The agency requests a revised estimate of 40.0 FTE positions which is the 
same as the approved number.

The Governor concurs with the agency’s revised request. 

B. FY 2017 – Budget Year

Adjustments to Approved State General Fund Budget

The  2015 Legislature  approved a  State General  Fund budget  of  $3,585,504 for  the 
Legislative Research Department in FY 2017.
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CHANGE FROM APPROVED BUDGET

Approved
2015

Legislature

Agency
Estimate
FY 2017

Agency
Change from

Approved

Governor
Rec.

FY 2017

Governor
Change from

Approved

State General Fund $ 3,585,504 $ 3,585,504 $ 0 $ 3,585,504 $ 0 
All Other Funds 12,000 12,000 0 12,000 0 

TOTAL $ 3,597,504 $ 3,597,504 $ 0 $ 3,597,504 $ 0 

FTE Positions 40.0 40.0 0.0 40.0 0.0 

The agency requests  a revised estimate of $3,597,504, including $3,585,504 from the 
State General Fund. This is the same as the amount approved by the 2015 Legislature for FY 
2017. The agency requests a revised estimate of 40.0 FTE positions which is the same as the 
approved number.

The Governor concurs with the agency’s revised request. 

FY 2017 OPERATING BUDGET SUMMARY

Agency
Request

Governor’s
Recommendation Difference

Total Request/Recommendation $ 3,597,504 $ 3,597,504 $ 0 
FTE Positions 40.0 40.0 0.0 

Change from FY 2016:

Dollar Change:
State General Fund $ (41,335) $ (41,335)
All Other Funds 0 0 

TOTAL $ (41,335) $ (41,335)

Percent Change:

State General Fund (1.1) % (1.1) %
All Other Funds 0.0 0.0 

TOTAL (1.1) % (1.1) %

Change in FTE Positions 0.0 0.0 
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Funding Sources

Funding Source

Agency Est.
Percent of

Total FY 2017

Gov. Rec.
Percent of

Total FY 2017

State General Fund 99.7 % 99.7 %
Agency Fee Fund 0.3 0.3 

TOTAL 100.0 % 100.0 %

Note: Percentages may not add due to rounding.
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PROGRAM DETAIL

Object of Expenditure

Gov. Rec.
All Funds
FY 2016

Percent of
Total

Gov. Rec.
All Funds
FY 2017

Percent of
Total

Salaries and Wages $ 3,476,747 95.5 % $ 3,502,967 97.4 %
Contractual Services 144,789 4.0 90,356 2.5 
Commodities 14,300 0.4 4,043 0.1 
Capital Outlay 3,003 0.1 138 0.0 

TOTAL $ 3,638,839 100.0 % $ 3,597,504 100.0 %

FTE POSITIONS BY PROGRAM FY 2015 – FY 2017

Program
Actual

FY 2015
Agency Est.

FY 2016
Gov. Rec.
FY 2016

Agency Est.
FY 2017

Gov. Rec.
FY 2017

Administration 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 
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Expenditures by Object

Governor’s Recommendation 

Salaries and Wages Contractual Services Commodities Capital Outlay

FY 2016 FY 2017




