
Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism Commission 

Notice of Public Hearing 

A public hearing will be conducted by the Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism Commission at 
6:30 p.m., Thursday, April 20, 2017 at the KDWPT Operations Office, 512 SE 25th, Pratt, 
Kansas, to consider the approval and adoption of proposed regulations of the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism. 

A general discussion and workshop meeting on business of the Wildlife, Parks, and 
Tourism Commission will begin at 1 :00 p.m., April 20 at the location listed above. The meeting 
will recess at approximately 5:00 p.m. then resume at 6:30 p .m. at the same location for the 
regulatory hearing and more business. There will be public comment periods at the beginning of 
the afternoon and evening meeting for any issues not on the agenda and additional comment 
periods will be available during the meeting on agenda items. Old and new business may also be 
discussed at this time. If necessary to complete business matters, the Commission will reconvene 
at 9:00 a.m. April 21 at the location listed above. 

Any individual with a disability may request accommodation in order to participate in the 
public meeting and may request the meeting materials in an accessible format. Requests for 
accommodation to participate in the meeting should be made at least five working days in 
advance of the meeting by contacting Sheila Kemmis, Commission Secretary, at (620) 672-5911. 
Persons with a hearing impairment may call the Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing at 1-800-432-0698 to request special accommodations. 

This 60-day notice period prior to the hearing constitutes a public comment period for the 
purpose of receiving written public comments on the proposed administrative regulation. 

All interested parties may submit written comments prior to the hearing to the Chairman 
of the Commission, Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism, 1020 S. Kansas Ave, 
Suite 200, Topeka, KS 66612 or to sheila.kemmis@ksoutdoors.com if electronically. All 
interested parties will be given a reasonable opportunity at the hearing to express their views 
orally in regard to the adoption of the proposed regulation. During the hearing, all written and 
oral comments submitted by interested parties will be considered by the commission as a basis 
for approving, amending and approving, or rejecting the proposed regulation. 

The regulation that will be heard during the regulatory hearing portion of the meeting is 
as follows: 

K.A.R. 115-8-1. This permanent regulation establishes general provisions for hunting, 
furharvesting, and discharge of firearms on Department lands and waters. The proposed changes 
would update the reference document. 

Economic Impact Summary: The proposed amendments to the regulation are not 
anticipated to have any appreciable negative economic impact on the department, other agencies, 
small businesses or the public. 
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Copies of the complete text of the regulation and its respective economic impact 
statements may be obtained by writing the chairman of the Commission at the address above, 
electronically on the department's website at www.kdwpt.state.ks.us, or by calling (785) 296-
2281. 

Gerald Lauber, Chairman 
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Proposed 

115-8-1. Department lands and waters: hunting, furharvesting, and discharge of firearms. (a) 

Subject to provisions and restrictions as established by posted notice or as specified in the document 

adopted by reference in subsection ( e ), the following activities shall be allowed on department lands and 

waters: 

(1) Hunting during open seasons for hunting on lands and waters designated for public hunting; 

(2) furharvesting during open seasons for furharvesting on lands and waters designated for public 

hunting and other lands and waters as designated by the department; 

(3) target practice in areas designated as open for target practice; and 

( 4) noncommercial training of hunting dogs. 

(b) Other than as part of an activity under subsection ( a), the discharge of firearms and other 

sport hunting equipment capable of launching projectiles shall be allowed on department lands and 

waters only as specifically authorized in writing by the department. 

(c) The discharge of fully automatic rifles or fully automatic handguns on department lands and 

waters shall be prohibited. 

( d) Department lands and waters shall be open neither for commercial rabbit and hare 

furharvesting nor for commercial harvest of amphibians and reptiles. 

(e) The department's "KDWPT public lands division special use restrictions," dated December 

17, 2015 February 1, 2017, is hereby adopted by reference. (Authorized by and implementing K.S .A. 

~ 2016 Supp. 32-807; effective Dec. 4, 1989; amended July 13, 2001; amended May 16, 2008; 

amended May 15, 2009; amended July 23, 2010; amended Nov. 14, 2011; amended Jan. 1, 2013; 

amended July 26, 2013; amended July 18, 2014; amended April 22, 2016; amended P-____ .) 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

K.A.R. 115-8-1. Department lands and waters; hunting, fin-harvesting, and discharge of 
firearms. 

DESCRIPTION: This pe1manent regulation establishes certain requirements for and restrictions 

on certain activities on department lands and waters, including hunting, flu-harvesting, and other 

discharge of firearms. Over a period of many years, posted notice has been used to restrict access 

to certain prope1iies and enhance recreational opportunities. Many of those posted notice 

restrictions have become long-te1m policies and to better inform the public as well as enforce the 

posted notices, the department has consolidated many of those notices into a reference document 

for adoption by reference. This is an update to that reference document. 

FEDERAL MANDATE: None. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT: The proposed amendments are not anticipated to have any appreciable 

economic impact on the department, other agencies, small businesses or the public. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: None. 
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